
favorite song that was sung, was Are Your Windows 
Open Toward Jerusalem. Also, he introduced to the 
gathering a new song that he had just written the 
music for ... It is Well with My Soul. He now had one 
month to live.

Next, he conducted a service for the 800 inmates of 
the Michigan State prison. In genuine repentance, 
many of them wept as he spoke of the love of God and 
sang, Hallelujah, What a Saviour! The last hymn that 
he ever sang in a public meeting was one of his own, 
called Eternity.

Mr. Bliss spent the Christmas holidays with his 
mother and sister at Towanda and Rome, 
Pennsylvania, and made plans to return to Chicago for 
work with Moody in January. A telegram, however, 
arrived asking him to return sooner, in order to take 
part in meetings advertised for the Sunday following 
Christmas. He wired a message. "Tickets for Chicago, 
via Buffalo and Lake Shore Railroad. Baggage 
checked through. Shall be in Chicago Friday night. 
God bless you all forever." He decided to leave his 
two little children, Philip Paul age 1 and George age 4, 
with his mother.

Then, the day that was to stun the Christian world 
arrived, December 29, 1876. The train, the Pacific 
Express, was struggling along in a blinding snowstorm 
and was about three hours late on a Friday afternoon. 
Eleven coaches pulled by two engines were creeping 
through the huge drifts, approaching Ashtabula, Ohio. 
Passing over a trestle bridge that was spanning a river, 
the first engine reached solid ground on the other side 
but everything else plummeted 75 feet into the ravine 
below into the icy water. Later, it was determined that 
flood waters had weakened the bridge.

Five  minutes  after  the  train  fell,  fire  broke  out.  
Fanned by gale like winds, the wooden coaches were  
ablaze. Mr. Bliss succeeded in extricating himself and  
crawling to safety through a window. Finding his wife  
was  pinned  under  the  ironwork  of  the  seats,  he  
returned  into  the  car,  and  bravely  remained  at  her  
side, trying to extricate her as the flames took their  
toll. All that remained was a charred mass. No trace  
of their bodies was ever discovered. For days it was  
not known who were among the dead,  as there had  
been no passenger list.  It  was tabulated that out of  
160 passengers  there were only 14 survivors.  Later  
official sources said 92 died. In most cases, there was  

nothing recovered. 

The funeral was held in Rome, Pennsylvania, 
where a monument was erected bearing the 
inscription, "P. P. Bliss, author... Hold the Fort!" 
Memorial services were held throughout the nation for 
the beloved couple. No private citizen's death brought 
more grief to the nation. On December 31st, D. L. 
Moody spoke at a memorial gathering in Chicago. On 
January 5th, a song service was held to honor Mr. 
Bliss there and 8,000 filled the hall, and another 4,000 

were on the outside.

Here are the stories of a few of his hymns:

Almost Persuaded... Outside of Just as I Am, 
this  has  been  the  most  successful  gospel  
invitation  song  ever  written.  In  the  early  
1870's, Mr. Bliss was listening to a sermon  
by Rev. Brundage, a friend of his, in a little  
church in the east. The preacher closed his  
appeal with, "He who is almost persuaded  
is almost saved. But, to be almost saved is  
to be eternally lost!" These words impressed  
Bliss so deeply that it led him to write this  
great hymn.

We end this sketch noting It is Well with My 
Soul whose words were written by Horatio 
G. Spafford. On November 22, 1873, this 
preacher and good friend of Mr. Bliss lost 
his four children in the depths of the Atlantic 
Ocean, as a result of a collision. Mr. 
Spafford had sent his wife and children 
ahead, promising to meet them in France, 
shortly. He wrote the verses in mid-Atlantic 
on his way over to join his bereaved wife. 
He asked Mr. Bliss to write the music for his 
verses. It was introduced publicly for the 
first time at the previously mentioned 
ministers' meeting in Chicago in November, 
1876. One month later, it was well with Mr. 
Bliss's soul, as he was reunited with the 
Spafford children.
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Philip  Paul Bliss is  the second most 
famous  Christian  song  writer  in  history. 
Had he lived as long as his peers, Fanny 
Crosby,  Charles  Wesley,  Ira  Sankey,  he 
may  have  surpassed  them  all,  as  the 
greatest  song  writer  of  all  time  and  the 
most widely used singer of all time, but a 
tragic  accidental  train  wreck snuffed out 
his life in his 38th year.

For twelve years, he wrote both words 
and music to such hymns as the following: 
Almost Persuaded, Dare to Be a Daniel,  
Hallelujah 'Tis Done!, Hallelujah, What a  
Saviour!, Hold the Fort, Jesus Loves Even  
Me,  Let  the  Lower  Lights  Be  Burning,  
Once for  All,  The Light  of  the  World Is  
Jesus,  Whosoever  Will, and  Wonderful  
Words of Life. He wrote only the words for 
My Redeemer and  wrote  only the  music 
for  I  Gave My Life  for  Thee, It  Is  Well  
with  My  Soul,  and  Precious  Promise.  
There were and are hundreds more. Some 

of his songs 
widely used 
back when 
he wrote  
them, are 
not so well  
known 
today. They 
are: Are 
Your 
Windows 

13th – Liz Marcoux
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5th – Andrew Kirby

27th – Frank Graves

29th – Bryan Marcoux

8th - 16th / Pastor in Belgium

3rd – Labor Day!

11th – Patriot Day!

9th – Grandparent's Day!

22nd – First Day of Autumn 

Count each book 
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if you have
 found the 
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Have fun!



Open Toward Jerusalem, Only an Armour-Bearer,  
More Holiness Give Me, Pull for the Shore, and Will  
You Meet Me at the Fountain?. None of his songs  
were ever copyrighted. 

Mr. Bliss was born with a melody in his heart, in a 
log cabin home in a mountain region. His father, Mr. 
Isaac Bliss, was a dedicated Christian man. The first 
spiritual recollections that Bliss had of his father were 
the daily family prayers. These prayers were ingrained 
upon childhood memory, ever to follow him 
throughout life. His father was also a lover of music 
and it was through his father that he developed a 
passion for singing. 

When Philip was about six the family moved to 
Trumbull City, Ohio, but three years later returned to 
Pennsylvania, settling in Tioga City. During the first 
ten years of his life, the lad had little schooling, save 
his father's singing and his mother's teachings. The 
Holy Bible became an ever-growing influence in his 
life.

At the age of ten, he heard the piano for the first 
time and it deepened his burden to become a musician. 
The occasion is worth telling. At times, he was 
allowed to go in to town to sell vegetables from door 
to door. This was a means of helping the family 
budget but it also put him in contact with others.  One 
Saturday, with his basket of vegetables, the 
barefooted, gawky, ten-year old boy was to hear the 
sweetest music that he had ever listened to. The only 
things that he could play melodies on were reeds 
plucked from the marshes. Almost unconscious of 
what he was doing, he climbed the garden fence of a 
country estate and entered [the] home unobserved. 
Standing in the door of the parlor, he listened to a 
young lady playing the piano, the first he had ever 
seen. When she stopped, impulsively, he exclaimed, 
"O lady, please play some more!" Somewhat startled, 
the woman wheeled and saw the awkward, barefooted 
boy standing before her and immediately exclaimed, 
"Get out of here with your big, bare feet!" The boy 
was unaware that he had trespassed, and he went back 
to the streets crestfallen.

When Philip was eleven years old, in 1849, he left 
home to make a living for himself. He was to spend 
the next five years working in logging and lumber 
camps and sawmills. Having a strong physique, he 
was able to do a man's work. The next several years 

took him to many places and tutored him in many 
trades.

At the age of twelve, in 1850, he made his first 
public confession of Christ and joined the Baptist 
Church of Cherry Flats, Pennsylvania. He does not 
recall a time when he did not love Christ, but this was 
the official time of his salvation and commitment to 
Christ. 

In 1851 he became assistant cook in a lumber camp 
at $9 per month. Two years later, he was promoted to 
a log cutter. The following year he became a sawmill 
worker. Between jobs, he attended school. Uncertain 
as to what vocation he wanted, he just planned to be 
prepared for any opportunity that might arise. He 
spent some of his money in musical education as well. 
Young Philip remained strong in the Lord amongst the 
rowdy, laboring men of the camp, although it was not 
easy, but the spiritual implants of the godly parents 
were now bearing fruit. He also began to participate in 
Methodist camp meetings and revival services.

At  age  seventeen,  in  1855,  he  decided  that  he 
would take the final step in preparation for his life's 
work.  He  went  to  Bradford  City,  Pennsylvania  and 
finished  the  last  requirements  for  his  teaching 
credentials.  The  next  year  Philip  was  the  new 
schoolmaster  at  Hartsville,  New York.  When school 
was not in session, he hired out for summer work on a 
farm. In 1857 he met J. G. Towner who conducted a 
vocal school in Towanda, Pennsylvania. Recognizing 
that young Bliss had an unusually fine singing voice, 
he  proceeded  to  give  him  his  first  formal  voice 
training. Towner also made it possible for him to go to 
a  musical  convention  in  Rome,  Pennsylvania,  later 
that year. Here he met William B. Bradbury, a noted 
composer of sacred music. By the time the convention 
was over, Bradbury had talked Philip Bliss into 

surrendering 
himself to the 
service of the 

Lord. The 
strong 

influence of 
these men in 

his life helped 
him to decide 
to be a music 

teacher. While 

still in his teens, Philip discovered that he had ability to 
compose  music.  His  first  composition  was  sent  to 
George F. Root with this strange request, "If you think 
this song is worth anything, I would appreciate having a 
flute in exchange for it." He received the flute.

In 1858 he was appointed a teacher in the Rome,  
Pennsylvania, Academy. Here he met a fine young lady  
named Lucy Young, who was to become his bride. She  
was  a  poet  from  a  musical  family  and  greatly  
encouraged him in developing his musical talents. She  
was  an  earnest  member  of  a  Presbyterian  Church,  
which he then joined. In later years they were to sing  
beautiful duets in the service of Christ. Not quite 21, on  
June 1, 1859, he married Lucy who was also his sister's  
special friend. He had grown to love her deeply and to  
admire her for her wonderful Christian life. The young  
groom  worked  on  his  father-in-law's  farm  for  $13  a  
month while he continued to study music.

The Blisses moved to Chicago in 1864 when Philip 
was 26. It was here he began to conduct musical 
institutes and became widely known as a teacher and a 
singer. His poems and compositions flowed out with 
regularity. He collaborated with George F. Root in the 
writing and publishing of gospel songs. In the summer 
of 1865, he went on a two-week concert tour with Mr. 
Towner. He was paid $100. Amazed that so much 
money could be made in so short a time, he began to 
dream dreams. These dreams were short lived. The 
following week a summons appeared at his door stating 
that he was drafted for service in the Union Army. Since 
the war was almost over, the decision was canceled after 
two weeks, and he was released. He then went on 
another concert tour but this one was a failure. However, 
during the tour he was offered a position with a Chicago 
Music House, Root and Cady Musical Publishers, at a 
salary of $150 per month.

One summer night in 1869, while passing a revival 
meeting in a church where D. L. Moody was preaching, 
Mr. Bliss went inside to listen. That night Mr. Moody 
was without musical help for the singing and Mr. Bliss 
was aware of it. The singing was rather weak. From the 
audience, Philip attracted Mr. Moody's attention. At the 
door, Mr. Moody got the particulars about Mr. Bliss 
quite quickly and asked him to come to his Sunday 
evening meetings to help in the singing any time he 
could. He further urged him to give up his business and 
become a singing evangelist.

Early in 1873 Moody asked Bliss to 
be his music director for some meetings in 
England. Bliss declined and Sankey was 
then asked to go. Little did Bliss realize 
the opportunity he had turned down, for it 
might have been "Moody and Bliss" 
instead of "Moody and Sankey," for that 
tour bought Moody into international 
prominence.

During the winter of 1873 Moody 
again urged him in a letter from Scotland 
to devote his entire time to evangelistic 
singing. Mr. Bliss was facing a time of 
decision. At a prayer meeting, Mr. Bliss 
placed himself at the disposal of the Lord, 
and he decided to lay out a fleece. He 
would join his friend Major Whittle, a 
good evangelist, in Waukegan, Illinois, 
and see what would happen. That was 
March 24-26, 1874. At one of the services 
as Mr. Bliss sang Almost Persuaded, the 
Holy Spirit seemed to fill the hall. As he 
sang, sinners presented themselves for 
prayer and many souls were won to Jesus 
Christ that night. The following afternoon, 
as they met for prayer, Mr. Bliss made a 
formal surrender of his life to Jesus Christ. 
He gave up everything — his musical 
conventions, his writing of secular songs, 
his business position, his work at the 
church, so that he would be free to devote 
full time to the singing of sacred music in 
evangelism, in particular to be Mr. 
Whittle's song evangelist and children's 
worker. At the same time, Mr. Whittle 
dedicated his life to full-time evangelism. 
A gospel team was born. Little did Mr. 
Bliss know that he only had two and one-
half years to live.

On Friday, 
November 24, 1876, 
Mr. Bliss sang at a 
ministers' meeting 
conducted by D.L. 
Moody in Chicago's 
Farwell Hall. Over 
1,000 preachers 
were present. A  to 


